
Carpet  Workshop and 

Community  Centers   

Three  mi l l i on  d i sp l aced  Kurd i sh  v i l l a g ers 

represent one of  the  world � s  largest  re fugee 

cha l lenges.  Our k i l im carpet workshops have 

he lped many f ind meaning fu l  employment and 

e du ca t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  wh i l e  u s i n g  a 

tradi t iona l  sk i l l .  The LOMS example has been 

copied by other loca l  Kurdish organ izat ions .  

Women�s  Health  Care    

Over the past 15 years ,  LOMS has he lped provide 

medica l  a id to war refugees and di sp laced 

persons and operated cl in ics  and hospi ta ls ,  a l l  

s ta f fed by loca l  doctors .   

Current l y ,  we provide hea l thcare  

at  our workshop and through 

support  to loca l  organizat ions.   

Th is year we equipped the  

heavi ly populated area located 

at  the foot of Mt .  Ararat  in 

E a s t e r n  T u r k e y  w i t h  t h e 

reg ion �s  f i rs t  paramedic  faci l i t ies  

and ambulance.  

Scholarsh ips   

Lack of  opportun ity among the refugees has 

resu l ted in  a  dramat ic increase in  the su ic ide  

rate for Kurdish g ir l s  between the ages of  13 

and 25 .  LOMS provides scholarsh ips and l iv ing  

ass istance to ta lented g ir ls  who would 

otherwise face a  b leak future .  

Peacemaking   

Through the Reconci l ia t ion Walk  program 

LOMS has brought thousands of  Chris t ians to  

the Middle East  to address the b i t ter legacy 

of the Crusades.   

The RW cont inues today as  a  forum for  

d ia logue,  truth and reconci l ia t ion .  I t  i s  our  

most direct  means of  

p e a c e m a k i n g  i n  

t h e  r e g i o n ,  

i n v o l v i n g 

g o v e r n m e n t ,  

c lergy and lay people 

from across the Middle  East .  This in i t iat ive 

has taken on new urgency in  the wake of  the  

events of September 11 ,  2001.  
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With the Kurds for  Nearly  a  Centur y  

Our pr imary focus for over 90 years has 

been on the Kurds ,  a  d ist inct  ethn ic 

group of 25 mi l l ion that  traces i t s  

ex istence to the Medes of  the Pers ian 

Empire in  Old Testament t imes .   

The founders of  LOMS envis ioned a 

community that  would serve the Kurds 

through good works and the good news of  the Gospel .  Our f i rst  team was 

sent  to Iran in  1910.  I t  was of comprised a surgeon and a pastor ,  a  pa ir ing 

that  embodies the LOMS v is ion to th is  day .  

Cost-ef f ic ient Aid  and Development  

Centra l  to our ph i losophy i s  the concept  of  local ,  people-centered 

development ,  which does not  foster dependence on cont inu ing foreign a id .  

Our projects are geared to use seed money to act ivate loca l  workers ,  

resources ,  and products ,  which insp ires se l f - support ing so lut ions to the 

cha l lenges in  Kurdistan .  Our work helps to develop the loca l  economy and 

encourages creat iv i ty and sel f - su f f i c iency rather than rel iance on outs ide 

a id .  

Lutherans in the Middle East... 
Emphasi s  on Mother s  and Chi ldren  

From the beginn ing ,  LOMS has  fu l f i l led th is  

commiss ion by car ing for widows,  ch i ldren 

and refugees ,  bu i ld ing and sta f f ing hosp ita ls  

and c l in ics  and by providing for the 

educat ion and support o f  troubled fami l ies  

in  Iran ,  Iraq ,  Turkey and Armenia .  We 

p lace great  emphas i s  on l i teracy programs 

and heal th  care for poor widows and s ing le 

mothers .  Studies show that  the empowerment o f  women i s the most important 

step in  providing se l f - susta in ing development in  a  community .  

Chri st ian Witness  

Whi le overt evangel i sm is  very 

di f f i cu l t  in the Mus l im Mideast ,  we 

have never backed away from our 

Chr ist ian ident i ty ,  fo l lowing the 

advice o f  St .  Francis :  �Preach the 

Gospel  a lways .  I f  you must ,  use 

words.� 

The LOMS-produced booklet  t i t led Kine Em  (�Who Are We?�)  has been read by 

over 100,000 Kurds .  The booklet ,  which explores the para l le l s  between Kurdish  

h istory and the Christ ian fa i th ,  has resu lted in  a  growing sp ir i tua l  response to 

the l i fe  and teach ing of  Jesus  Christ .   
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